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affirm that the public has been cheated of at least two-thirds
of the money raised for that use, by the plain fraud of the
undertakers.

Another was the management of the money raised for the
Palatines; when, instead of employing that great sum in
purchasing lands in some remote and cheap part of the
kingdom, and there planting those people as a colony, the
whole end was utterly defeated.

A third is, the insurance office against fire, by which
several thousand pounds are yearly remitted to England, (a
trifle, it seems, we can easily spare,) and will gradually in-
crease until it comes to a good national tax for the society-
marks upon our houses (under which might properly be
written, "The Lord have mercy upon us!33) spread faster
and farther than the colony of frogs.1 I have, for above twenty
years past, given warning several thousand times to many
substantial people, and to such who are acquainted with
lords and squires, and the like great folks, to any of whom I
have not the honour to be known: I mentioned my daily
fears, lest our watchful friends in England might take this
business out of our hands; and how easy it would be to pre-
vent that evil, by erecting a society of persons who had good
estates, such, for instance, as that noble knot of bankers*
under the style of "Swift and Company," rBut now we are
become tributary to England, not only for materials to light
our own fires, but for engines to put them out; to which, if
hearth-money be added, (repealed in England as a grievance,)
we have the honour to pay three taxes for fire.

A fourth was the knavery of those merchants, or linen-
manufacturers, or both, when, upon occasion of the plague

1 About the beginning of the eighteenth century, Dr. Gwythers, a
physician, and fellow of the University of Dublin, brought over with
mm a parcel of frogs from England to Ireland, in order to propagate
their species in that kingdom, and threw them into the ditches of the
University Park; but they all perished. Wheieupon he sent to Eng-
land for some bottles of the frog-spawn, which he threw into those
ditches, by which means the species of frogs was propagated in that
kingdom. However, their number was so small in the year 1720, that
a frog was nowhere to be seen in Ireland, except in the neighbourhood
of the University Park. but within six or seven years after, they spread
thirty, forty, or fifty miles over the country; and so at last, by degrees,
over the whole country, [D. S.]